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The Warriors Entrepreneurs 
Network mission is to support 
veterans in starting, owning, 
and growing their own small 
business. WEN recognizes 
the value that veteran en-
trepreneurs possess and the 
tremendous gap they have in 
overall support and guidance. 
The organization’s mission is 

to close that gap by providing cohesive support that will then pro-
mote prosperity to each veteran owned business that they work with.

As an entrepreneur and a veteran with a proud family military 
history, Dave Lineberry decided to combine his passions of en-
trepreneurship and the military to create the Warriors Entrepre-
neurs Network.  WEN is focused on saving existing small busi-
nesses and giving veterans a chance to start their own companies 
by providing mentoring, financing, and strategic partnerships 
to maximize success. While WEN is focused primarily with en-
trepreneurship, the organization also helps veterans in search of 
employment. “Despite it not being included in our core business 
model, we will never turn away a veteran in need,” Lineberry said.  
WEN is constantly expanding its network and will assist vet-

erans in finding other reputable veterans organization that can 
best assist them. “Our mission is to help those who have fought 
for us and our freedom, and we intend to help them in any way 
that we can. We highly encourage any veteran that is looking for 
help or assistance to reach out to us, or one of the many qual-
ity veteran organizations. You will never be turned away, no mat-
ter what kind of support you’re looking for,” Lineberry said.
According to Chief Marketing Officer, Sarah O’Connell, WEN is 
launching a golf series with Taco Mac for its veteran entrepreneurs. 
“This series will take place at different golf courses around North 
Georgia with the winners from each tournament playing at the cham-
pionship tournament which will be at East Lake,” O’Connell said. Pro-
ceeds from the series go to increasing prosperity for veteran entrepre-
neurs who work with WEN. To register visit atlantagolfevents.com. 

The organization is also slated to launch its American Identity Pro-
tection Services (AIPS) May 1. “AIPS is our newest veteran owned 
and operated organization that will offer identity protection services 
to individuals, families and businesses,” O’Connell said. For more 
information about AIPS, visit www.facebook.com/WENwithVets/. 

*Member spotlights are selected through a drawing at our monthly 
Business A�er Hours events. 

Warriors Entrepreneurs Network (WEN) Member Spotlight

Connectivity is the biggest thing 
going on with the city. We are in the 
process of finally connecting our 
sidewalks, making complete loops 
around our city. From each subdivi-
sion you will be able to walk to city 
hall, the courthouse, bank, church 
and many restaurants. 

The connecting also includes the 
county and city working together 
on some projects. We are a com-
munity of connected parts, working 

together to make the city and county better tomorrow than we 
see it today. 

Main Street Park is getting closer each day. Hydrology studies 
have been completed, drawings for the infrastructure should be 
complete within 45 days, bids will go out for 30 days in June. 
Actual ground-breaking to follow sometime in July or August. 
There are signs posted in several locations around the park area 
showing the conceptual drawing. 

Sidewalks are being completed on Perimeter Road from Highway 
53 to Highway 9. A crosswalk at Perimeter and Highway 53 will 
be completed this month. A sidewalk from Robinson Elementa-
ry to Highway 9 down to Robinson road is being engineered to 
connect with Shoal Creek. 

Construction is booming as we see approximately 100+ homes 
being built with many more to come. We look at all this and know 
we need to be wise in our decisions and not allow growth to get 
out of hand. Most of these homes were proposed before the reces-
sion in past years. We have the capacity in both sewer and water to 
cover this. 

Workout Anytime is set to open this summer in the Food Lion 
shopping center. Revitalization of downtown is still being re-
viewed by Georgia Department of Transportation. Once approval 
is received, we will begin work. 

The airport review by state G-DOT Aviation has begun. One 
hundred or so airports are reviewed, and based on the review de-
termines if the process moves on to the FAA. If approved, the FAA 
begins its assessment which could take a year or more. The airport 
purchase is to protect our community. If a private investor buys, 
we would have no control over the facility. 

Our city council is looking to the future in all of these transac-
tions. We can’t hold on to today, we must look ahead. Growth is 
coming and we must be prepared. Good, controlled growth is 
what we are after. It is an excellent time in our community. Be a 
part of it. Go to the meetings of the city council and county com-
mission. Volunteer where you can.

*Member spotlights are selected through a drawing at our monthly 
Business A�er Hours events. 

Development Update in Downtown Dawsonville

By W. James Grogan, Mayor of Dawsonville
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Every Friday beginning April 28—Amicalola 
Regional Farmers Market opens at Tractor 
Supply Company, 3:30-7 p.m. Enjoy locally 
grown fresh produce and handmade arts 
and crafts. Tractor Supply is located at 6921 
Highway 53 East, Dawsonville. 

Wednesday, May 3—Ribbon Cutting, 
Dawsonville Haircutters, 4 p.m. Help us 
celebrate one of our newest members! 
Dawsonville Haircutters is located in 
downtown Dawsonville at 16 Bernard Long 
Street, Suite 100

Thursday, May 4, Ribbon Cutting, CertaPro 
Painters, 11 a.m. Help us celebrate one of 
our newest members! CertaPro Painters is 
located at 139 Prominence Court, Suite 150. 

Tuesday, May 9, Ribbon Cutting, 6140 
Events, 5 p.m. Help us celebrate the 
expanded and new spaces at 6140 Events. 
Stay afterward for tours of the new venues, 
appetizers and networking. 6140 Events is 
located at 6140 GA-400. 

Thursday, May 11, Business Luncheon 
with the Chamber, 11:30 a.m. Professional 
Development Center, 30 Main Street. 
Network with business and community 
leaders while learning about local issues. 
This month’s luncheon will be a legislative 
update. Cost is $14/members, $17/non-
members. RSVP by calling the Chamber at 
706-265-6278 or register on our website, 
www.dawsonchamber.org. 

Tuesday, May 16, ConnectDawson 
Nonprofit Seminar Series Lunch and Learn, 
30 Main Street, Professional Development 
Center, 11 a.m. This seminar’s topic will be 
‘How to Keep Your Nonprofit Out of Legal 
Trouble.’ The presentation will be led by 
Probono Partnership/Atlanta. Cost is $10 per 
member and $15 non-member. To RSVP call 
the Dawson County Chamber of Commerce 
at 706-265-6278.

Tuesday, May 23, Business After Hours at 
the Georgia Racing Hall of Fame, 5-7 p.m. 
Network with business and community leaders 
while promoting your organization. Bring a door 
prize for additional recognition. The Georgia 
Racing Hall of Fame is located in downtown 
Dawsonville at 415 Hwy 53 East, #400

Saturday, May 27, 8th Annual Memorial 
Day Weekend Car Show and Heritage Days 
Festival, Georgia Racing Hall of Fame, 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Join the Racing Hall of Fame for its 
annual Memorial Day car show and Heritage 
craft vendors and demonstrations. There will 
also be a pie-eating contest, antique tractor 
and gas engine displays. For more information 
contact the Georgia Racing Hall of Fame at 706-
216-7223.  

Thursday, June 8, Business Luncheon with 
the Dawson County Chamber of Commerce, 
Professional Development Center, 30 Main 
Street 11:30 a.m. Join us for lunch for an 
opportunity of networking and learn about 
issues that are of importance to the business 
community. $14/members that RSVP at least 
one day before event, $17 non-members and 
day of event registration, RSVP on our website 
www.dawsonchamber.org or call 706-265-6278.  

Friday, June 9, Celebrity Waiter Breakfast 
hosted by Dawson County Family Connection, 
Longhorn 7:30-9:30 a.m. Enjoy a buffet-style 
breakfast that can’t be beat for $10.00/person 
while being served by the Who’s Who of Dawson 
County. Funds raised from Celebrity Waiter 
Breakfast support Dawson County Family 
Connection programs such as:  Underage 
Drinking Prevention, Substance Abuse 
Prevention, Child Abuse/Neglect Prevention and 
keeping Dawson County children healthy. 

Tuesday, June 27 Business After Hours 
with Medical Plaza 400, 5-7 p.m. Network 
with business and community leaders while 
promoting your organization. Bring a door prize 
for additional recognition. Medical Plaza 400 is 
located at 108 Prominence Court. 

Silver Sponsor
United Community Bank
Development Authority of Dawson County
University of North Georgia
Etowah Water and Sewer Authority

Gold Sponsor
Sawnee EMC
Amicalola EMC
Townley Construction

Welcome New 
Members
LulaRoe-Cheryl, Shauna, Melissa

Cookies and Cream Enterprises, LLC

Nell Boyce

Edward Jones-Bill Spencer

Dawson County Civic Association

Tripp & Company Jewelers

Freddy’s Frozen Custard and 

Steakburgers

Liberty Tax Service

Atlanta Landscape and Fertilization

Al Hermann

Premier Surplus

St. Vincent de Paul, Christ Redeemer 

Catholic Church

Avita Community Partners

Labor Finders

Dykstra & Kemp Allstate

Chestatee Kitchen & Bath

Dimensions Hair Artistry

Taber Residential

Lanier Restaurant Management Group

The Norton Agency-Tonya Brooks

Country Home Kennels

Damsel in Defense

T. Brooks Enterprises

Duncan Realty

Duncan Heating & Air

Dawson Forest Apartments

Ruby Tuesday

Clear Communications

Dawson County Democratic Party

Guaranty Mortgage Services, Inc. 

The Vaperz Den LLC

GET CONNECTED

Gain exposure for your business by 

advertising in the Dawson County 

Chamber Connection. Advertising 

rates start at $125 for four editions. 

Contact Membership Director Melissa 

Mayton for more information at 

m.mayton@dawson.org or 706-265-

6278
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Bronze Sponsor
BB&T

2017 Chairman’s Club

Platinum Sponsor
Children’s Healthcare of 
Atlanta

Dawson County
C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E

Memberships Available for 
Dawson County Chamber of 

Commerce

For more information visit:  www.dawsonchamber.org
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A look back at 40 years of the Dawson County 
Chamber of Commerce

Advances in Joint 
Care 3 Ribbon Cuttings 4 40th Anniversary 

Gala 6

Presented by:

By Christie Haynes and Melissa Mayton, Dawson County Chamber of Commerce

Four decades ago business owners in Dawson County united 
together to build an organization that would empower local 
industry and vitalize the local community. 

On June 28th of 1977, the Dawson County Chamber of Commerce 
was officially incorporated. According to an article at that time in 
the Dawson County News, the Chamber’s desire was to bring more 
success to Dawson County. “Our aim is to promote our county and 
to get new business and industry in our county,” the article said. 
“We have a great county and more people need to know it.” Dwight 
Gilleland, a Dawsonville native, owner of Dawsonville Hardware, 

and the Chamber’s first president/board chair reflects upon the 
motivation behind beginning the Chamber: “It was an effort to 
create a unity amongst the people that were involved in commerce 
in Dawsonville but also including the county as well.” 

While the wording of the Chamber’s mission statement has changed 
to “Cultivating a successful economic environment and a desirable 
quality of life for our businesses and community,” those original 
ideas still ring true in how the Chamber operates day-to-day. The 
Chamber launched with 20 members and four committees—
planning, industry, tourism and agri-business. That year each

Billy (left) and Russ Wallace at the 1998 gala held at North Georgia Premi-
um Outlets. Billy Wallace received the Citizen of the Year award. 

Carrie Toro, Stephanie Womack Mathis and Anita Shouffer were recog-
nized at the 2006 Gala.
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